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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, KU 

SUBJECT: KUWAITI REACTION TO SECRETARY'S REMARKS ON ARAB 
BOYCOTT 

1 . THE ONLY OFFICIAL PUBLISHED KUWAITI REACTION SO FAR 

TO SECRETARY VANCE'S REMARKS TO SENATE BANKING COMMITTEE 
REGARDING POSSIBLE U.S. LEGISLATION ON ARAB BOYCOTT OF 
ISRAEL WAS FOLLOWING FROM MINISTER FOR LEGAL AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS, SHEIKH SALMAN AL-DUAIJ. ACCORDING 
TO AL SIYASAH AND KUWAIT TIMES OF MARCH 2, AL-DUAIJ 
RESPONDED TO NEWSMAN S QUESTION ABOUT GOK BOYCOTT 
PRACTICES BY REITERATING KUWAIT'S COMMITMENT TO THE BOYCOTT 
AND SAYING THAT "NOTHING NEW HAS OCCURRED TO CHANGE THE 
KUWAITI SITUATION" AND ADDING THAT'THE AMERICAN NEWS IS NEW 
TO US AND THE KUWAITI POSITION REMAINS AS AGREED UPON BY THE 
ARAB LEAGUE." AL-DUAIJ REPORTEDLY WAS RESPONDING TO A QUESTION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 KUWAIT 01187 061118Z 

WHICH ASSUMED EITHER THAT THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT HAD 
ABANDONED THE REQUIREMENT FOR CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN 
(KUWAIT TIMES VERSION) OR THAT THE SAUDIS HAD AGREED TO 
ACCEPT POSITIVE CERTIFICATION (AL SIYASAH). 

2. ONE PRESS STORY PRESENTED THE SECRETARY'S REMARKS. (WHICH 
WERE PRINTED IN FULL ON MARCH 5 IN AL SIYASAH) AS ONE OF THE 
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OUTCOMES OF HIS RECENT MIDDLE EAST TRIP. THIS SAME REPORT 
NOTED THAT SOME PREVIOUS ALLUSIONS TO HIS REMARKS IN THE 
KUWAITI PRESS HAD BEEN INCORRECT. IN ADDITION. AL WATAN 
(MARCH 2) DESCRIBED THE SECRETARY'S PRESENTATION TO THE 
COMMITTEE AS A "SEVEN-POINT PROGRAM TO PROHIBIT US COMPANIES 
FROM PARTICIPATING IN THE ARAB ECONOMIC BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL" 

BUT NOTED THAT "VANCE EMPHASIZED THAT THE TWO PROPOSED 
LAWS" (INTRODUCED BY SENATORS PROXMIRE AND STEVENSON) WOULD 
"PREIUDICE CHANCES OF PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST" SHOULD 
THEY BE ADOPTED BY THE USG. 

3. COMMENT: SHEIKH SALMAN SHOULD PERHAPS BE FORGIVEN THAT HIS 
RESPONSE ON THE BOYCOTT ISSUE WAS A NON-SEQUITUR -HE IS NOT 
DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN BOYCOTT MATTERS AND PRESUMABLY HE IS 
NOT FAMILIAR WITH THEM, BUT IT APPEARS THAT HE WAS BUTTON- 
HOLED BY A SINGLE REPORTER, WHO WRITES FOR BOTH NEWSPAPERS. 
SALMAN S REMARKS STRIKE US MOSTLY AS INDICATIVE OF KUWAITI 
SENSITIVITY TO CHARGES OF BEING "SOFT" ON BOYCOTT MATTERS, 
RATHER THAN SAYING ANYTHING DEFINITIVE ON KUWAIT'S POSITION 
ON POSITIVE CERTIFICATION. 

MAESTRONE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: US CONGRESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS, BOYCOTTS, LEGISLATIVE BILLS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 06-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977KUWAIT01 187 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770077-0441 
Format: TEL 
From: KUWAIT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770388/aaaaczlt.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 99ad12bd-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3192532 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: KUWAITI REACTION TO SECRETARYYS REMARKS ON ARAB BOYCOTT 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, KU, (VANCE, CYRUS R) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/99ad12bd-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



